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Ta iMring you up to data on aiy actirities, for the past three 
vaaka f hare been trarelling vithout inierr/nption ( this explains 
vhy you have received no letter froa me lor some time.) 


My travels braak down into two trips* the first to Central Asia 
and the second to hiev and the Caucasus. Since 1 was delayed a day and 
and half in returning from Central Asia Lo Moscow because of fuu Ity 
plana eannections 1 had only a. few hours nere before lc..ving for 
the second trip to Kiev and the Sansax Caucasus, for tiich 1 had 
alre<ady ordered my ticket before going to Central Asia, i b.^relj had 
tine to draw my money, change my clothes and catch the train; tiiere 
was simply no opportunity to write. 

On the first trip I visited Tashkent, Samarkand, Bukhara and 
Alma At a. All of these stops, except Bukhara, were for purposes of 
buying books and contacting the local universities and academies. 

The trip to Bukhara was an aftertno ;ght, and undertaken only because 

I had a day^ wait in Tashkent fora* plane to Alma Ata and decided to 

use the time visiting Bpkhara. ^he visit to Tashkent Wi*s very rewarding. 

Aaiong the provinical cities it is oi.e of the largest book publishing 

centers, and both the university and the Academy of Sciences are very 

active. In all tiiese respects Tashkent is much more important than 

the other Central ^sian republican c^^pitals. In the academic book 

store and in the most important general book store I bought all that 

WaS aurxxx available of the local publications, fhe visits to the 

Central Asian State University - the largest and most important in 

Central Asia - and the Uzbek Academy of Sciences were even more 

rewarding. At present the university has exchanges only with a very 

few American insitutions and on a very small scale, while the 

Acades^-oxf Sciences has no such exciianges at all. Both are desirous 

of Instituting substantial and direct eiclianges i with ^Unerican librsKries 

The Academy of Sciences pn promised le to send you two volumes 

as an opener. The way the offer Ciime to be male is this* in the 

academic book store I had bought vol. 2 of a tiiree volume edition 

of "Descriptions of Medieval Uzbek “St.nuscripts", volumes one and 

three not being available. At the Acedemy Library 1 asked if they 

halt extra copies; they did and promised to send copies of vols. 1 

and three to you and Harvard. I also asked for sets of a mul titwvolume 

"History of the Uzbek Peoples" publisht'd by the Uzbek Aceaderay of 

Sciences a few years ago, an! they pormised to send this also to 

you and Harvard, I don't know whether or not you have these works) 

I rather think 'Ot, given their^^tes of publication) also I have 
Professor Frye s ^of Harvard) jf^that Harvard does not have them, so 
yon most ;a’ob.. i>ly don't havet them either. The Uzbek Academy re- 
quested nothing in particular in exchange, primarily because they 
are in tdtal ignorance of what is being published in America; it 
hee literally been years xkxxaxtx 8iQ.ce they have received any 
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.Jiierican publi caliori.s. What they vantecl moat vaa to » *»•* start re— 
Wiring ^Vaerican bi hliographie-., such as US Quarterly Book Review* 

I dida't CWfciiit you to anything specific, of courne, beyond saying 
that you Wre interested in eich^ngea and that you would soon write 
making an ofler, and they are expecting a letter with an ofler. an! 
perhaps a nu»b.*r or two of the US guarterlv Book R«.view. With res,«t 

Tr exchange, with them, the output 

of the l^k Academy fairly large. Unfortunately I was unable to 
get a p*_ -prospectus of their ed. tion..,ei ther from the acudemv book 
store or the Aca .eiay Library, since no such p. nrnspectus exists. 
However, a -ist ot all their publ j cati eiis sine , the l ounding of the 
Acaaeniy i, at present in press, an is scheduled to apnear before the 
end hue year. Ihey p. .mised to s-ni it to vou, with indications 
of w..»t they still hale av.ilunia tor exch.nga. In addition, the 


books * bought in tin" 


?Xore 


Will ' i \ 

efettP tbwy reoch yop* The onl v 
of the ACa(!> me of Sciences of iha Uzin k SSR 


' ou HOiise i «di caii on ot their 

address you need is Library 

lit, 


Tashk. 


U, Lek €€F.- 


At the university in T^,hk. -, I ttn recepiioj., i - .,,v. was 

even better.Unl ike most Sovi^'t prociu^iai utu ver - 1 = i e - , th, Uentr I 
rsity publi.^hes a rothei iimount of i.iaierial. flie; c- rve 
ogues, one covering their pu . 1 i , , ton.- from 1950 

other a list of their doctoral an itist. rs theses x r nm 1930 
951, representing b«th puhi i shed ui i unpuhiished un. rixU. a new 
and more up to date Cetulotnie of the , r puhiic. tj>.ns i - m nr .^.ration 
and will be sent to you as soon as it re dr. foe fir.^t caalogue 
iP the more interesting, since it xnve. a complete liM oi uiticle^ 
pppeariiig in their periodicals, and at the end of the iaaspiiJota lit 
pf their publi call, ns a\aiUb|e on exciiai! < . 1 will send iiotta these 
, two catalogues with the next ^hi pm-ut of books. tYom what C was told 
'their puhlishiog activity ex,., aided fl:re.,tl\' m the l.,wh five ve rs 

when you r.-rei ve‘ their 

Ijesi t.talogue. .Ill lues... (.UtTfi c. li uns , o f coorse, y.y c-.n get on 
Change, iiowever, the most intereaii eg part oJ the .tiscunsioa was thi 
f cut to be willing to do what the Uuive.si ty 

■^LuT^U .o local, non- un.versit/ 

publications in r. turn lor subs cr j pti on* to .uch Aa- ric.n psii rubi i ti on* 

iTor^ign .Iffairs etcL They also 
published hooks on request in return for reque.st.s 
. ,that they would make of ^eric.n libraries, i know such an arreemwit 
interest* Harvard, and theref.,re coma.i tied Uarvar.i in gener.J to such 
.... *“ «*change, A-^ regards LC ami the other universities 1 aiwcly »aid' 
jtmt pnuartwtox*»kst£lBSsaiia<*xiix they might be interested ^t all 

*'^^**'*' ‘appetite for Central Asian books and p. nodi c.iU. J 

krill' r particula ly newspapers, c.ii be 

.Mezhknigaj anf**tunateiy 1 do not .mow wh-ch ores, therw- 
fnre It was impossible fur me to Suy exactly what ones Hanar.i wanted 

vhe general nstur- of tL 

sjreement, and Harvard ean.Hquu.t the specific Central 
a cations It desires from Tashnent. The Central ,Uai n Univer^Aty in 


>!»r« want.' to 


receive the New fork Times, The New York Herald tri bune. 

Pll SI _ i»'iftlp»sa 1 vr« k 1 i _ in _ x» ... - f 


..a. W...h.»Kto„ Post, lore.g. Afl-ir., I'acilic ai«ir- ,.K;.,r ,.,t lii.torT. 

a .r^ ““ '"‘■•r.. t. you, .uu r„p.ct t. 

L Sihl.o ? th.t you ,,re i o, tod in goMr, 1 i,. doceioing 

from you shortW; i also 

the other five universities of Tashkent's willihj|ness to 
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fcwttwtM inatitute direct axchunges. 

Aftar T||»hkent I went to Sajiarkand, which haa the aecond largest 
Dnivtraitj in Central Asia, however, the results of the trip were 
r%rf dianpointing* The rector of the university was away in Tashkent 
Idnt Vhea I culled, and tije director of the library was out picking cottoni 
It is normal in most .Soviet educational institutions, in particular the 
smaller ooeii for studdnts and a part of the f.^culty to help with the 
harvest this.'way. All I could liml out at t<ie library wus that the 
university had published nothing tor the la.sL ye r. At the bo k store 
there were no university auhi t cationsa The Case of .Samarkand is I 
think rather typic...! of the suialler Soviet uni vei'si ties , and bears 
out the impression 1 received at Gorkii( and later at Rostov), Such 
places .,re small as x**tt institutions, publish Utcle and in gen™ 
urul count, tor much less tiiun insti tuti o*a.i uJ cct re.spondi ng si/e in 
Amsricu. Most ot the writings mtk ol the f culty do not .appear underj I 
university «* auspices but in one or an -ther Academy of Scienri’^V«l^** ' 
liCutiun Sr/^ouourruph, either in Moscow . r lerungrud, or in the r p- 
ublican unt c..pital8, particularly, fashkem, and Tifi s. "fter 

itumarkand I went to ily Ikikharu, simply e i trh t- see i , g, since 1 had a 
day to kill before i could get a plane f oi limu j£ -vta« 

In Alma ntlt? Jtta the visit to the university was di sappo i ti ag| the 
visit to the Actderay sJltoxsKSlui of bci«nce . was vi-ry satisfactory. 

The fast is Kazakhstan iJtate University, aa it is called, has oalv one 
publication, its Uchenye Zapiski, which st^ld to exchange,;, but thi.s 
is all. With regards to tarJbtxliBtit helpmj ua get local non-university 
publications in return for Amerie.in periodic. .Is and journals tiiey 
were non-ceSHuital . The explanation I think lies in the fuct that they ^ 
srs' smaller than f .shkent and that Kotijsn -lo one on thf faculty is 
gsrticularly interested in receiving any particular American newspaper 
Sr perifidicttl, ( In Tashkent the hiatoi y people were 5x1 r ti cu : ar ly 
eager to receive such material and that is why they agreed to help 
US.) Since such subscribing to local pub s 1 cati on.- not put out by the 
univesity is not accepted proceedure in joviet edui , tioual 
in»ti tutions, there hss to be f,. culty pressure to make Use Horary 
go out of, its way to do this, Thi.s waw quite clear in T.kshktij., where 
the hesd librarian did hot like the ide.i but where the rector and 

SS ■ ‘ii i s t ory ' facul iy were qui te will iug. Ibe visit ’^to the 

' falfa Kazakh s .tcademy of Sciences was more rewarding. They put out 
S fair number of publi cat i ms , although less than fssltkssX the Usbek 
Aesdemy, and they art most ex eager to make exchanges .with .useri ca 
SS big as possible, l.i %e the people in Tashkent they are at present 
rsceiving very little from .anericas in geru-ral au>i m> hi bl 1 ogiuphi es 
ia parti cular, so they don't know very t. U wi.at they want. What they 
have to offer is the whole spreadsx of their twn publ i » a ti oa.s. Unfortunately 
the fir.st Catalope of these publications will not be out till th. end 
of this ye..r so I couldn't get a copy of it, but tbey will send 1 1 to 
you and the universities as soun sA us it appears. They reque -ted tha t 
uni vers i ties send them their c.t.iloguea an! that LC send them some 
faffareh-nsive bx national bibliography. I told them that I would inform 
s«eh of the libraries I represented of their willingnes.s to eichanir- 
dirsctly and they are expecting letters from you uni the universities 
mnd hope to have exchange.s operating by the first of the year. They 
slso agreedj if you are ml ling, to eicnange on a unit for unik basis, 
rather thsQ dollar for dollar, I mentionnfd thi.9 only because Harvard 
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prefers it this waj, Imt I did not covait anyone but Uarrurd. (I belire 
that your exehangee with the *^enin Library ■ are on this h ee t i i baaia 
aleOy ae perhaps you vowhd v^t to adopt the aaaie proceedure with the 
Kanakhs^. Their ninux address is simply IN Kasakbskoi CAx SSE, Alaia 
Aiat lAsekhatan, USSE* The address of the unirersity is Kasakhakii 
OodadarstTeaayi Uniwersitet, Al«u Ata, The address of the unirersity 
in Tashkent is **»d*kiaB Sredne-Aziatskii Unirersiteti Biblioteka, 
Tashkent, tizbekakaia SSR, USSE^ 1 mi^t add in conclusion 

that all ef these insitutions were delighted and touched by my risit 
and rery eager to start exchanging. They enly T<ry recently receired 
peralesioi^) or rather instructions i to exchansiw a^iib foreign inati tuti^ons, 
and don't seem te know rery well how to go about doing it, since with 
the exception of the university in Tashkent, they are all too young to 
hare had exchang s before ka the war. Therefore thay are eagerly 
awaiting you first letter with concrete proposals as to what to do| 

I doubt rery mu c]| whether they bare a cieaz enough pAA picture of 
dMirlcuk hook production or' the name and location of American lib- 
raries to take the initiative them*. Ivea. They ore expecting the in- , 
itiatire to come from us, and the ouiy coioiai tmeut i inade (except In 
the case of ^arrard) was that LC and tha other libraries would ali 
write soon, finally I might add that all of these i n*i ti tu ti ons are 
very young* Tashkent Umrersity 1922} the Uzbek Academy or there 

aboutsf the Kazakh Academy 1947, So far their bouk out-put has not 
'hnili wsry great EA (this is one of idie reasons why ee haven t been 
getting it). But they are all growing vel^? f ^st and their beok nzm 
aat^put is geing to increase correspontiihg. Both the Uzbek and the 
Sndl Kazakh Amdemies are buildng new libraries, and both their 
dMumd for books and their out-put is growing wery fast. Therefore 
wa haven't ziisscd k rery much so far by Dot sxchang^ing with them, 
kat this is rapidly ceasing to be tru*. 


One final word in closing, ¥estei day I sent you a gg Ci.ble re- 


t a zp Ci.oi 

igO/. 


gliesting answers to two questions put me some time agO/. by the ^enin 
■ library. The reason for this is that bath of these qaesLioa-u are of 
vary great importance to them and 1 feel 1 have to give thorn some 
sort of aiKiVsr EPiUMni soon unless I a« to AbkA appear in their eyes 
as an impostor or a fraud, which I fear would have a b..d efr'ect on 
J your relations with them s just at t .r tirae when they 'seem to tie willing 
tn SMflUilftiti. w1 th imprl rsn • Ithriir'll in Also I feel At that 1)!^ I am abls 
to tell thorn nothing it will be more difficult to get rarious microfilms 
from them for which I have asked, in particular microfilms ot^^the missing 
numbers of Am Knizhaaia Letopis', lerhaps the reason I have,^had mi^ XX 
answer from you is that it is long and slow to communicate through the 
’Stats Department (Lowry is of the same upision), A quicker way to write 
to mo is to send tiie letter in an euvelioppe addressed to Mr. Roye 
Lovryy c/o US EMb..ssy Helsinki, by the lestAx regular air-muil. The 
letisr will be pouched in from Helsinki, It seems that very often State 
is wery slow in fowarding letters. 


Since I want to get this letter in todays pouch, 1 wilt break off 
mow, and write you again in a few days regarAiag the my trip to Kiev 
and the Caucasus. 


Sincerely yours, 
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